
Visual Guide 
This is the National Museum of Ireland on Kildare Street. 
The Museum is free to visit. 
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I will walk through a black metal gate on Kildare Street to enter the 
grounds of the Museum. 

The Museum is on the right hand side of Leinster House. The Dáil and 
Seanad Eireann meet in Leinster House. I might see some politicians, 
journalists, camera people and protests on the street. Sometimes there 
can be a lot of people and it can be noisy and the street can be busy. 

Arriving at the Museum 
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Arriving at the Museum Continued 

If I need to use a ramp, there is one at 
the right hand side after I walk through 
the black gates. 

I will then walk through the front door of the Museum. 

These steps will bring me up to the front 
door of the Museum. 

I might see groups getting 
ready to enter the Museum 
or leaving after their visit. 
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Inside the Museum 

When I walk through the front door, I will walk through an automatic door 
that will open for me. I will then see a large bright circular room with a high 
ceiling. This room is called the Rotunda and the reception is here. 
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Inside the Museum Continued 

On the right hand side in the Rotunda, I will see the reception desk. 

Behind the reception desk, I will see two screens. 

I can sit on the benches 
in this room. 
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Reception 

At the reception desk I will see the Visitor 
Security Officers (VSOs). If I have any 
questions, they will answer them for me. 

The Visitor Security Officers (VSOs) wear 
a uniform and it looks like this. 

The reception area can be busy and noisy if there are 
groups visiting the Museum. I may have to wait before 
talking to someone on the reception desk. 

There will also be VSOs walking 
around the Museum. If I have 
any questions or need help 
during my visit, I can ask them. 



7 

National Museum of Ireland, Kildare Street Visual Guide 

Resources 

On the reception desk, I can take a Museum Floor Plan for 
my visit which will help me find my way around the Museum. 

If I want a rest, there are some benches and seats in the Museum. 
I can ask at reception to borrow a black stool to take with me. 

I can use my ear defenders, 
sunglasses, and fidget toys in 
the Museum to help me feel 
comfortable. The Museum is 
also service-dog friendly. 
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Resources Continued 

Underneath this screen, I will see some 
flyers and activity booklets. I can take 
these and use them as part of my visit 
if I wish. I can bring a pencil with me 
to fill out an activity booklet. 

To the left of the reception desk I will see another screen. 
This screen has more information that I can look at about the Museum. 
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Toilets 

The toilets are located at the back of the Museum, on the far side of the centre court. 
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Toilets Continued 

There are two ways that I can walk to the toilets. 

When I enter the centre court, I can turn left and walk around the room clockwise. 

I can also walk down the steps in front of me, walk around 
a large white oval feature, and back up the steps. 
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Toilets Continued 

I can see a large arch with two staircases on either side. 
I walk under the arch and past the stairs to the toilets. 
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Toilets Continued 

I will see the female toilets on the left and 
the male toilets on the right. There is one 
accessible toilet on the left hand side. 

The hand dryers are loud and 
the toilets might be busy. 
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Sensory Map and Quiet Spaces 

Kildare Street 
Ground Floor 

Kingship 
& Sacrifice 

The Treasury 

Prehistoric Ireland 

Prehistoric Ireland 

Glendalough 

The 
Kildare 
Room 

Tara Treasury 
Ante-Room 

Fadden 
More Psalter 

The Rotunda 

Ór –Ireland's Gold 

The centre court area is made up of 
two exhibitions; Prehistoric Ireland and 
Ór - Ireland's Gold. 

Emotional Trigger Zones 

Prehistoric Ireland - There are two displays 
of human remains in this exhibition. One is 
an inhumation burial and the second is a 
cremation burial. 

Kingship and Sacrifice - There are four, very 
well preserved, human remains on display. 
Each of them are on display inside a large 
circular pod that you can walk into. 

Sensory Key 

Bright Light 

Audio/Visual 

Visual 

Seating Human Remains 

Digital Display 

Noisy Spaces 

Smell 

Tactile 

I can download the Museum Sensory Map 
from the Museum website. The Sensory Map 
shows the different sensory experiences in 
each part of the Museum. 

The map marks Emotional Trigger 
Zones, showing exhibitions that 
may explore uncomfortable or 
sensitive topics. It also shows where 
human remains are on display. 

The Museum does not have a specific quiet sensory room, but the map helps me find 
quieter galleries such as the Fadden More Psalter exhibition on the ground floor. 

If I need some time to rest or regulate, I can take a rest on the benches or seats 
in the Museum. I can also go outside for a break and sit on the benches there. 
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Exploring The Museum 

When I go through this door I will enter a large space with a very high ceiling. 
This is the centre court. 

I will go through the large door in the reception to explore the Museum. 
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Exploring The Museum Continued 

There are smaller rooms around this large space that I can go into and explore. 
To go into these exhibitions, I will walk through decorated doorways. 
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I can use the steps to walk down to the middle of the centre court. 

I can also use the ramp on the lefthand side to go down. 

Exploring The Museum Continued 
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At the back of the centre court there is a staircase that I can use 
to access the first floor of the Museum. I can go up on either the 
left side or the right side to reach the first floor. There is no lift in 
the Museum to access the first floor. 

When I get upstairs, I will walk onto a balcony. 
I can go left or right to explore the Museum further. 

Exploring The Museum Continued 
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Exploring The Museum 
Continued 

Steps in Ór - Bronze Age Gold Steps in Viking Ireland 

Steps in Medieval Ireland Steps in Ancient Egypt 

There are a few short series of 
steps throughout the Museum. 
Each of these are marked on 
the sensory map. 
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In the Museum, I might meet and see: 

People I Might Meet 

Tour Guides VSOs 

School groups Other groups 
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There are interactive areas that I can touch and use. 

Touch 

Most objects will be protected in cases. 
Other objects might not be in a case, but 
I can’t touch everything I see. I can’t touch 
objects that have a “No Touch” sign. 
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Visual 

The Museum is a very visual space with many objects displayed behind 
glass. Lighting and glass can create reflections in some areas. There are also 
a lot of metal objects on display made from gold, silver, bronze and iron. 

The galleries with the most reflections are: 

Ór - Bronze Age Gold (ground floor) The Treasury (ground floor) 

There is an audio-visual room beside the Viking in Ireland exhibition on the first floor. 
This shows a video about the Vikings in Ireland. It is a dark room and the video has 
audio. I might be able to hear the sound from the video in the Viking Ireland exhibition. 
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Things I Might See 

In the Museum, I might see: 

Stone Axes Pottery 

Wooden Boat Metal Objects 

There are many objects in the 
museum, so I might not be 
able to see everything. That is 
okay and I will get to see as 
many as I can. 
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Things I Might See Continued 

In this Museum, there are some human remains on display. Human remains are on display in: 

Prehistoric Ireland (ground floor) 

Kingship and Sacrifice (ground floor) 

The human remains on display in the Kingship and Sacrifice exhibition are very well 
preserved. Each of them are on display in a round pod and I can decide if I want to see 
them or not. There are some images and pictures of human remains in this exhibition too. 
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Things I Might See Continued 

Viking Ireland (first floor) 

Ancient Egypt (first floor) 

This might make me feel 
uncomfortable and I don’t 
have to look at them if 
I don’t want to. 
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Sounds 

I might hear the air conditioning and the heating 
system in some galleries. They are loudest in: 

The end of the Viking Ireland exhibition 

The Ancient Egypt exhibition 

I might want to wear 
my ear defenders in the 
Museum in busy spaces. 
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Sounds 

Around the edge of a lot of the rooms, there is a metal grate for the heating. 
Sometimes, when people walk on it, it can make a noise. 

The floors and steps are made from stone, mosaics and wood. Sometimes, 
the wooden floors and steps can creak when I walk on them. 

There are some videos with sound throughout the Museum. 
These are all marked on the sensory map. 
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Panels on the walls and labels in cases 
tell me more about what I see. 

Learning More 
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I can also use interactive screens or watch videos to find more information. 

There are some interactives with headphones. 
I can pick these up, put them on, and listen to the information. 

Learning More Continued 
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To exit the Museum, I can leave the same way and door that I used to come in. 

I can also explore the gift shop on the ground floor, and exit the Museum 
from the gift shop through an automatic door. 

Gift Shop And Exiting The Museum 

Exit through the shop Exit through the main door of the Museum 
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The National Museum of Ireland is excited about 
my visit! Their staff are here to make sure I have 
a safe and enjoyable time. 

Before I Visit 

For more information on the following 
I can click on the links below 

• Accessibility at the 
National Museum of Ireland 

• Monthly Quiet Hours 

• Planning Your Visit 

• Events and What’s On 

If I need help or more information, 
I can: 

Email: bookings@museum.ie 
Email: educationarch@museum.ie 
Phone: 01 648 6453 

https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/About/accessibility
https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/About/accessibility
https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/News/Quiet-Hour-at-the-National-Museum-of-Ireland
https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Museums/Decorative-Arts-History/Visitor-Information/Opening-Hours,-Location-and-Facilities
https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Museums/Decorative-Arts-History/Events
mailto:mailto:bookings%40museum.ie?subject=
mailto:educationarch%40museum.ie%20?subject=



